All Sorts of Leaves- Transcript

Students are collecting leaves in the courtyard of the school.

1
T-What are these pieces right here? 

2
S- Roots. 

3
T- Wow, those are the roots.  You know all about those roots.

4
S- Why aren’t there like a lot?

5
T- Well, look at the size of the plant.  Remember what we talked about?

6
S- Baby ones.

7
T- Right, baby plants have smaller roots.  You knew the answer to that all ready.

8
S- Miss Gibson we found the seed.

9
T- Where?

10
S- Right there. Oooh!

11
T- Let me see that one you have.  Look at the color.
12
S- I know, it’s like…

13
T- …of the stem

14
S- I know it’s red.  That’s weird.

15
T- It’s weird?

16
S- Yeah!

17
T- So you’ve never seen a red stem before? 

18
S- No.

19
T- Ok, so this is your first time

20
S- I’ve seen green ones.

21
T- You have seen green ones. OK.

22
S- It’s bumpy!

23
T- It’s bumpy? Let’s see. Oooh! Do you think it has seeds?

24
S- Miss Gibson, I found one!

Students are drawing their “favorite” leaf from their collection and writing a description

25
T- Why did you write the word music for your leaf?

26
S- Because it makes music.

27
T- Really? Let me hear. (student “plays” leaf) Oh! Very interesting you’ve got a 28
musical plant there.

29
T- This is a great picture, because Allison spaced her leaves very nicely when she 30
drew them, she added color to the leaves and she has a lot of detail on her leaves.  31
Look at that. I can tell that the leaf she looked at was very, very long and skinny 32
just by the way she drew them with little small leaves on the stem. That’s a 

33
beautiful picture, Allison.
(Describes work by Sara, Megan, William, Matthew, Joseph)

34
T- I want you to look closely at Matthew’s leaf and look at Joseph’s leaf. Raise 
35
your hand if you can tell me about the size of Joseph’s leaf compared to the size 36
of Matthew’s leaf. Alright, Matthew you explain since this is your drawing right 37
here.

38
S- They’re littler.

39
T- Yeah. Your leaves are smaller than Joseph’s. So, Matthew didn’t have to make 40
a big picture he had to make a little picture. Matthew even added the veins. Little 41
small veins for his picture. Great job, guys.

42
T- Alright. Here’s another picture by Emily. And you know what else was 
43
interesting? What you wrote about your pictures. Some of you said they were soft. 44
Some of you said they were shiny. Some of you said they were smooth. Emily 
45
wrote that hers was a musical plant, because when she moved them they made a 46
sound. And, I don’t see any green in your picture, Emily.
47
S- Well, it was dried up.

48
T- It was dried up, so there wasn’t any green left on your plant? So the only color 49
Emily needed to use was brown. And look at the tip. What color is that, purple or 50
black, Emily?

51
S- Black

52
T- So, her plant had a black tip right here at the end. And Emily didn’t forget that 53
small detail she drew it right there at the end.

54
T- This is Ashley’s and she says it has red dots. Does this describe her leaf?

55
S- Yes.

56
T- So the word red is a descriptive word. It tells me what her leaf looks like. So if 57
she didn’t have the picture and she started telling me, well my leaf was green and 58
had red dots, I could get a picture in my mind of what it looks like, because of the 59
descriptive word she’s giving me. Tell me about your leaves, the way they looked.

60
S- Brown

61
T- Ok, the word brown is a descriptive word. It tells me about her leaf. Remember 62
when I showed you her picture? She had a lot of brown in her picture. Can you 
63
give me another descriptor?

64
S- Kristen’s leaf was red.

65
T- Red is another descriptive word. It describes the leaf and tells us what it looks 66
like. Christopher?

67
S- My leaf is green.

68
T- Green is another descriptive word. Hailey.

69
S- Shiny

70
T- Shiny is another descriptive word. Alrighty. Matthew Cook.

71
S- Some were shaped like an oval.

72
T- Good job! Oval is another descriptive word.

Students are directed to sort leaves based on their own descriptions.

73
T- Could you tell me the name of one of your groups please? Can you tell me the 74
name of one of your groups?

75
S- Long
76
T- Long? Ok, you still need two more groups.

77
T- what did you name this group, Matthew?

78
S- Fat.

79
T- Your fat leaves, Ok. What did you name that group?

80
S- Skinny.

81
T- Skinny, what about you Patrick?

82
S- Little.

83
T- Little? And what about the group next to you?

84
S- Color.

85
T- Color. The leaves have color.  What about the leaf all by itself?

86
S- this is the one that, um, has like scrunchy.

87
T- You want to call that one scrunchy? Ok that’s a good descriptive word.

Students are prompted to explain their rationale for putting groups together.
89
T- William please explain to the girls why you sorted your leaves. Why’d you put 90
them together?

91
S- Cause these are the fuzzy leaves and these are the musical ones, cause when 
92
you go through them they make noises.

93
T- Alright, Jerome. Good job, William. Explain to the girls about your groups.

94
S- I put them together because they just flap them like this.

95
T- You put them together because you can flap them?

96
S- Shakes head, yes.

97
T- Ok.

98
T- Haley, I want you to tell us the name of your groups and why you sorted them 99
that way.

100
S- This is the bumpy group. This is the fat group and this is the shiny group.

101
T- Well let’s see one of the leaves that you call shiny. Whoa, that does have a nice 102
shine.  Look at that when you move it back and forth it has some rainbow colors. 103
Ok, let’s see your bumpy group. Can you show us one of your bumpy? How does 104
it feel?
105
S- bumpy.

106
T- It feels bumpy, it looks bumpy, too. And what’s your other group? Why’d you 107
name that group the fat group?

108
S- Because they are fat.

109
T- You think they’re fat compared to the other leaves?

110
S- Shakes head, yes.

111
T- Can you look at that group and come up with another name for that group?

112
S- Little.

113
T- Little, that’s another good name to describe them also. Allison.
114
S- This is the big group, this is the soft group and this is the colorful group.

115
T- The colorful group? Why’d you name that the color group?

116
S- Because, um, the orange it has like lots of colors and so does this leaf.

117
T- Oh, good thinking! I can see why you gave that group that name. Nakira, how 118
many groups do you have?

119
S- Three.

120
T- Ok, can you tell us about your groups, the name and why you put them in the 121
group?

122
S- I put this one together, because they were hard.

123
T- They were hard, OK.

124
S- And these were small.

125
T- Small leaves. Okay and what’s your last group called?

126
S- The musical leaves.

127
T- Why’d you name them musical leaves?

128
S- Because they sound like music when you play them.

129
T- Can you play one for us?  Ooh, like a crunchy sound. Do that again. Okay, you 130
guys did a great job with sorting your leaves into groups.

Students are directed to work in larger groups and re-sort their leaves into piles.
131
T- Sara, tell us about your groups.

132
S- I did delicate leaves and small leaves.

133
T- Delicate leaves?

134
S- Kinda like easy to break.

135
T- Easy to break. Look around the table. Do you think any of these other leaves 136
are easy to break?

137
S- Some.

138
T- Some. So, let’s move on to Gary. Gary how’d you sort yours?

139
S- A shiny group and an old group.

140
T- A shiny group and an old group. Okay, let’s look around the table I don’t see 141
any other types of shiny leaves. So, that name fits only that group. You guys did a 142
great job sorting your leaves and using those descriptive words.
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