Managing Effective Classroom Discourse
Excerpts from Discourse that Promotes Conceptual Understanding

Ms. Carter’s Class

Part A

	1
	Sarah:
	The first four we cut them in half.  [Jasmine divides squares in half on an overhead transparency.  See fig. 1]

	2
	Ms. Carter:
	Now as you explain could you explain why you did it in half?

	3
	Sarah:
	Because when you put it in half, it becomes four…four…eight halves.

	4
	Ms. Carter:
	Eight halves.  What does that mean if there are eight halves?

	5
	Sarah:
	Then each person gets a half.

	6
	Ms. Carter:
	Okay, then each person gets a half.  [Jasmine labels halves 1 through 8 for each of the eight people.]

	7
	Sarah:
	Then there were five boxes [brownies] left.  We put them in eighths. 

	8
	Jasmine:
	Okay, so they divided them into eighths.  Could you tell us why you chose eighths?

	9
	Ms. Carter:
	It’s easiest.  Because then everyone will get…each person will get half and [addresses Jasmine] “How many eighths?”

	10
	Jasmine:
	[Quietly]  Five-eighths.

	11
	Ms. Carter:
	I didn’t know why you did it in eighths.  That’s the reason.  I just wanted to know why you chose eighths. 

	12
	Jasmine:
	We did eighths because then if we did eighths, each person would get each eighth. I mean one-eighth out of each brownie. 

	13
	Ms. Carter:
	Okay, one-eighth out of each brownie.  Can you just, you don’t have to number, but show us what you mean by that?  I heard the words but…
[image: image18.emf][Jasmine shades in one-eighth of each of the five brownies that were divided into eighths.]

	14
	Jasmine:
	Person one would get this…[points to one-eighth].

	15
	Ms. Carter:
	Oh. Out of each brownie. 

	16
	Sarah:
	Out of each brownie, one person will get one-eighth.

	17
	Ms. Carter:
	One-eighth.  Okay.  So how much did they get if they got their fair share?

	18
	Jasmine/Sarah:
	They got a half and five-eighths. 

	19
	Ms. Carter:
	Do you want to write that down at the top so I can see what you did?  [Jasmine writes 
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 at the top of the overhead transparency.]


Part B
	1
	Ms. Carter:
	Okay, so that’s what you did.  So how much was that in all?

	2
	Jasmine:
	It equals 
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	3
	Ms. Carter: 
	So she says it can equal 6 and 
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?  [She misheard Jasmine.]

	4
	Jasmine:
	No, it can equal 
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	5
	Ms. Carter:
	Okay, so you have two different answers.  Could you write them down so people can see it?  And boys and girls.  I’d like you to respond to what they’ve written up here.  She says it either could equal 
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	6
	Ms. Carter:
	Matthew had his hand up and was thinking about it.  Someone from team 5.  Anybody from team 6 that has a response?  Right now, I’m just going to let you look a minute.  See if anyone has a response.  Andrew, you had your hand up, is that right? [waits]  Still only have four hands up.  I wonder if you’re all looking up here and seeing?  She’s given us two answers here
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.  Okay, could those four people right now…do you agree with both answers?

	7
	Students:
	No…

	8
	Ms Carter:
	Do you have a reason why you don’t agree?  Don’t explain it to me, but do you have a reason?  Raise your hand if you have a reason why you don’t agree.  [hands]  One, two, three, four, five, six…okay.  Would those six people please stand?  Okay.  Would you please, you’re going to be in charge of explaining why you don’t agree to your team.  [She assigns those six students to teams.]  Right now, if you don’t agree, would you please tell them what you think the answer is and why you don’t agree.  Go ahead.  Explain. 


Ms. Andrew’s Class
Part A
Ms. Andrew had drawn twelve squares on the chalkboard.

	1
	Ms. Andrew:
	[Raymond divides four of the brownies in half.]

Okay, now would you like to explain to us what…loud…

	2
	Raymond:
	Each one gets one, and I give them a half.

	3
	Ms. Andrew:
	So each person got how much?

	4
	Raymond:
	One and one-half.

	5
	Ms. Andrew:
	One-half?

	6
	Raymond:
	No, one and one-half.

	7
	Ms. Andrew:
	So you’re saying each one gets one and one-half.  Does that make sense?  [After a chorus of “yeahs” comes from students, Ms. Andrews moves on to another problem.]


Part B
	1
	Ms. Andrew:
	They got 
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, you already said that.  And then 
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and then another sixth.  So, how many sixths did they get?

	2
	Anthony:
	One, two.

	3
	Ryan:
	One, two.

	4
	Joe:
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	5
	Ms. Andrew:
	What did you say? [to Joe] They got two…

	6
	Ryan:
	Sixths.

	7
	Anthony:
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	8
	Joe:
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	9
	Ms. Andrew:
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. [confirming the right answer].  Why did you say 
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 Because there are twelve parts altogether?

	10
	Anthony:
	Yeah.

	11
	Ms. Andrew:
	Okay, be sure not to get confused.  Because there are two brownies not one.  Perfect.  Good, good job. 
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